In seeking asylum Abiy faced a system that offered him pain and terror with no hope. Abiy tragically died on 5th July 2006. Please listen to our concerns as we all suffer Abiy’s pain.

The tragic death of Abiy from Ethiopia has caused extreme distress and concern to all of us who are residents of an accommodation centre in Liverpool. We are all seeking asylum in this country and were close friends and ‘family’ with Abiy. We are writing to you to express our concerns and we desperately need answers to our questions and we desperately need your support. We believe that the issues we are raising here are affecting the lives and well being of all of us and all those seeking asylum in this country, and are some of the reasons that contributed to the tragic death of our friend Abiy.

1. We are desperate to know what happened to Abiy. How did he die and why? We need information that is clear and factual.

2. We want to know that Abiy’s family are immediately contacted and informed of his tragic death. 

3. We need Abiy’s body to be returned to his home in Ethiopia so that he may receive a dignified burial.  

4. We also want to talk to our political representatives to explain the impact that the asylum process has on our physical and mental health. One issue is that as a consequence of the way in which we are forced to ‘tell our stories’ creates a great deal of stress and emotional pain. 

5. We are made victims of a trial system called NAM (the New Asylum Model). This system forces officers and judges to hastily make erroneous and collective decisions and prepare asylum seekers for deportation within a very short period of time no matter what real risk is faced upon return. 
6. It is essential that legal advice is available to all of us seeking asylum at all stages of our case. There is insufficient time in the NAM procedures to allow us to gain the necessary legal advice, to collect evidence and prepare our cases adequately.
7. We believe that some Home Office personnel involved directly or indirectly with the asylum process are prejudiced and have a negative preconception about people seeking asylum. We ask for respect and dignity.

8. Some decisions made by officers and judges show that the decisions are made randomly or collectively without grasping the individual’s specific case and the country’s existing situation.

9. We believe it is essential that the assessment method used by the Home Office to determine whether or not a country is a safe country for return must be changed as the information they use to determine our claims is inaccurate and in some cases outdated. Many who are returned  face real torture, persecution and death and the fate of many who have returned is unknown. 

a. The states from where many people seek asylum launder images that bear no relation to the real terror and persecution going on in these countries.  

b. We ask for non-extradition of people seeking asylum. They live in fear of being arrested and killed if they return to their country from which they fled, as in the case of Abiy. 

c. Where deportation is imminent we demand that the British government give assurances to the person who is to be deported that they take responsibility for that person after deportation. 

10. The process of removal and deportation itself is inhuman, degrading and breaches all our human rights. 

a. The level of force used is unnecessary and terrorises everyone. More than twenty police officers are used to remove one helpless individual. They arrive, without warning, in the early hours of the morning, they burst open the door, they do not allow any personnel possessions to be taken and we are brutally removed in the clothes they are wearing. We are treated worse than criminals and denied our basic rights.

b. The impact of this on all of us here and in the wider asylum seeking community creates a climate of fear and increases tensions and anxiety and stress on everyone. 

11. We are skilled, educated, experienced and peaceful people who are unable to live in our own countries. 

SEND THE COMPLETED PETITION TO: Merseyside Refugee Support Network, The Peoples Centre, 50-54 Mount Pleasant, Liverpool L3 5SD
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