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LONDON






Where Now For Stop and Search?

Thursday 18th March

Great Hall, King's College London,
         Strand, London WC2R 2LS.
Hosts: Open Society Justice Initiative

             School of Law, Kings College

Chair: Lord Victor Adebowale CBE

8.30: Registration and coffee
9.00: Welcome and introduction

Lord Victor Adebowale CBE, People’s Peer, House of Lords, Chief Executive, Turning Point.
Aryeh Neier, President, Open Society Institute.
Rebekah Delsol, Ethnic Profiling Project, Open Society Justice Initiative.

Welcome and outline of the day. Background to the issue of stop and search, overview of current debates around disproportionality, proposed changes to accountability, data problems, European Court of Human Rights decision, new research and initiatives in this area.

9.30: Panel One: Stop and search powers in the context of counter-terrorism.
Moderator: John Grieve, Senior Research Fellow, University of Portsmouth University.
This panel will explore stop and search powers in the context of counter-terrorism. It will begin by discussing the European Court of Human Rights decision on section 44.  It will got on to explore the problems and harms done by such powers along side recent innovations that have been developed to maintain effective policing without alienating minority communities.
· Corinna Ferguson, Legal Officer, Liberty. Review of the European Court of Human Rights decision and implications of this decision. 
· Michael McDonagh, Detective Chief Superintendent, Metropolitan Police Service.  MPS review of section 44 stop and search and changes to practice
· Azad Ali, Muslim Safety Forum. Research into schedule 7 practice and harm done to Muslim communities.
· Tony McCarthy, Detective Chief Inspector, ACPO Office of the National Co-ordinator PROTECT and PREPARE. Community Impact matters concerning the use of Schedule 7.
10.50: Coffee
11.10: Panel Two: Monitoring and regulation
Moderator: Dr. Rob Berkeley, Director, Runnymede Trust
This panel will present new initiatives being undertaken by organisations with a remit for monitoring and regulating stop and search practice.
· Nick Hardwick, Chair, Independent Police Complaints Commission. IPCC framework for reviewing stop and search complaints.
· Michael Ainsworth, Stop and Search Advisor, Equality Diversity and Human Rights Team, National Policing Improvement Agency. “Next step” project.
· Saima Afzal, Association of Police Authorities, Lead Member Equalities, Diversity and Human Rights.
· Trevor Philips, Chair, Equality and Human Rights Commission. “Stop and think” EHRC’s new report on stop and search (TBC)
12.30: Lunch

1.30: Panel Three: Building community support and legitimacy
Moderator: Dr. Michael Shiner, London School of Economics.

This panel will identify the challenges associated with meaningful community engagement and present examples of innovative practice aimed at reducing disproportionality and building public trust and confidence.
· Stephen Thomas, Chief Inspector, West Yorkshire Police. 
· Jane Basham, Chief Executive, Ipswich and Suffolk Council for Racial Equality. Suffolk stop and search community monitoring panel 
· Mike Hough, Director, Institute for Criminal Policy Research, Kings College. New work on youth and policing – legitimacy and procedural justice.

· Robert Lambert, European Muslim Research Centre - Community engagement around counter-terrorism. 
2.40:  Coffee

3.00: Panel Four: Where Now For Stop and Search?
This panel will debate future directions of stop and search policy and practice.  Each speaker will be asked to give a 5 minute presentation on the issue followed by a debate based on questions that have been formed during the day’s discussions. It will be filmed for a pod cast.
Chair: Ben Bowling, Professor of Criminology & Criminal Justice, King’s College London School of Law.
· Andy Trotter, Chief Constable, British Transport Police. 

· Isabella Sankey, Policy Director, Liberty 
· Crispin Blunt MP, Shadow Home Affairs Minister for Counter-Terrorism
· David Howeth MP, Home Affairs Select Committee (TBC)
· Keith Vaz MP, Chair, Home Affairs Select Committee (TBC)
4.30: Chair’s Closing Remarks

